
Graduation Homily Class of 2014 

 

Dear Graduates, dear people of God of St. Aloysius Parish and St. Aloysius school, 

did you notice how Jesus began our Gospel passage today as we celebrate the 

memorial of St. Barnabas,  and as we celebrate your accomplishments and send you 

forth from us today? Do you remember? He began with three simple words, words 

that I believe are so appropriate for us today.  Jesus is amazing that way. He always 

has the right words at the right time. What a great skill for us to strive to develop, 

what a great grace for us to ask the Lord to receive as we go forth from St. Aloysius 

School. And what are those three words? Well He says this:  “As you go…”  And as 

you go there is so much that so many of us want to say to you, myself included, but 

ultimately, it really only matters what Jesus has to say to us. All other pieces of 

advice will simply fall short.  For a few minutes though, let’s just ponder what it is 

that He might say to us as we go.  Do you think He might say something like 

“believe in yourselves?”  These are indeed very well meaning words and I am sure 

that we’ve heard them from many well meaning people, and I have offered those 

words at times myself, but I don’t think they represent the most profound advice that 

Jesus has for us.  8
th
 Grade, I hope you can receive this the right way, but I think that 

Jesus’ advice to you would be not so much to believe in yourselves, but rather to 

believe in Him. I learned a long time ago that whenever I put faith in myself I end up 

disappointed, but never when I put my faith in God.  Do you think He might advise 

you that you can accomplish anything that you set your minds to?  I am sure that you 

have heard that piece of advice often enough as well and it may or may not be true, 

there are no guarantees in life. Jesus has some advice for us that is much more 

powerful and certain than that. As you go, know that He has a plan for you and that 

He will give you the grace to accomplish it. You may or may not be able to 

accomplish your goals but even if you do, they will not bring you true peace and 

happiness, but you will be able to accomplish His goals and they will give you 

complete, full and eternal happiness.  Another piece advice you might hear as you go 

is that you should keep your hearts and eyes focused on your dreams. Again, that 

advice is probably ok, but I don’t think it is advice that Jesus would give you. Jesus, 

I am sure would say something like “Keep your hearts and eyes focused on me and 

on my dreams for you.”  Our dreams are much smaller than His; His dreams are  

much more exciting and they lead to true fulfillment. 

 

So, so far we have said what Jesus, probably would not say, and perhaps what He 

might say instead of some familiar words of advice that we probably have already 

received. But we haven’t actually heard what He does say to us, what he says to us 

this very day.  What He says today in the Gospel passage that is given to us today on 

the feast of St. Barnabas is this: He says as you go, proclaim that the kingdom of 



heaven is at hand. Are those not wonderful words for us and especially for you this 

day as we send you forth from St. Aloysius School?  You are indeed going forth, and 

as you do go forth, you are carrying a message with you. It is impossible for you to 

leave this place, to go on to the next chapter of your lives without carrying a 

message, without making a proclamation of sorts. So graduates what is your 

message; what is your proclamation?  Is it that the Kingdom of God is at hand, or is 

it some other message?   You might say But Father, I am only 13 or 14 years old, I 

can’t proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand; besides how would I do it any 

way?   Well I do understand how you might feel that way but I think that God would 

see it another way. I think that God would say to you “Say not I am too young.”  

Folks you are not too young to proclaim the Kingdom, you are the Kingdom if only 

you choose to be. To be it is to proclaim it.  So how do you proclaim it? I have some 

examples for you.  You can be people who practice your faith. You can be people 

who dare to make the right choices. You can be people who choose not to abuse 

drugs and alcohol etc. You can be people who wait for marriage out of true love to 

start a family. You can be people who are the first with a kind word and a helping 

hand. You can be people who speak and post words that heal, not words that hurt. 

You can be people who stand up for justice. You can be people who are part of the 

solution for our world. You can be the solution.    Dear graduates, when we look at 

you now with the eyes of faith, we see Christ the Lord. If you are willing to proclaim 

that His Kingdom is at hand, we will know that He is alive; the world will know that 

He is alive. That is the power you have; that is the call you have been given. We 

congratulate you for all your accomplishments. But above all, we congratulate you 

for the fact that you have allowed Jesus to bring you here.  As you go, do not so 

much believe in yourselves, but rather put your faith in God. As you go, know that 

God has a plan for you; be sure to pursue His plan even over and  above your own 

plan.  As you go stay focused not on your own dreams but on the dreams Jesus has 

for you. As you go, Proclaim by your lives and every day choices and sacrifices that 

the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.  As you go know, that St. Aloysius School and 

parish is always your home and do not go too far. As you go know that we will 

always remember you, we will always salute you and we will always love you. 
 


